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Sir GEORGE SAVILE, Bart.“ 


MEMBER of PARLIAMENT 
For the County of YORK, 


And COLONEL of the Firſt Battalion of the 
| WesT-Riping Vonksnikx MIIITIa, 


H E following Diſcourſe is moſt 

humbly inſcribed as a Teſtimony of 
Reſpect for his great and good Character; ; 
And in Gratitude for the many Civilities 

he has been pleaſed to confer upon 
5 His Moſt Obliged 
And Moſt Obedient te 

HFumble Servant, 


| Sept. the xt, 1778. 


THO: BATEMAN, 
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MILITARY SERMON. 


2 CHRON. XV. 1, 2. 
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en of Oded. — And he went out to meet Aſa, 
and ſaid unto him, Hear ye me, Aſa, and all 
Juadab and Benjamin,-The Lord is with you 
- while ye be with bim; and if ye ſeek him, be 
25 will be found of you bu if ye Ts Sim, 
| 4 vill. forſoke you. Ds 


HE Jews are . in Holy 
Seripture, ſtyled God's peculiar peo- 

a. ple, from the ſingular Diſpenſation 
| which he was pleaſed to manifeſt in their 


Favour, and by which, through a long Series 


(6) 

of Ages, he diſtinguiſhed them from every 
other Nation in the World. And in the moſt 
intereſting and important Era of their Hiſtory, _ 
this whole People may be viewed for many 
generations, — ſolely in a military light, from 
the time of their Emancipation from Egyptian 
Bondage, till their final Settlement in "Oy 
promiſed Land. 


During all this long Period, they were in a 
ſtate of perpetual Warfare, — and each of their 
Chief Governors—whether Prophets — Judges 
or Kings, may be conſidered as a General at 
the head of his Army. The Land of Canaan, 
| which God had promiſed them for a perpetual . 
Inheritance, was poſſeſſed by Nations much 
more populous, and canſequently more power- 
ſul than their own, all of which they were not 
only to ſubdue, but totally to extirpate, pre- 
vious to their enjoyment of it; - and in the 
many and great Empires which, in their march 
to it, they were to paſs through, they were 
frequently engaged with the Inhabitants _ 
as unequal Terms. 3 . 


(1) 
In the Execution of their various Expedi- 
tions, and the Accompliſhment of their Enter- 
prizes, the Lord was pleaſed to manifeſt him- 
ſelf ;—and reveal his will to this his People : 3 

and on all occaſions to render them ſenſible, 
That their Proſperity and Succeſs were ſolely 
owing to his Favour and Protection: And the 
Conditions upon which they were promiſed 
theſe Bleſſings, he himſelf expreſſly declared. 
were A perfect Obedience to all his el 

and a punctual Performance of all his Com- 
| mands. 5 | 


_ When Toſhiba, upon the Death of Moſes, 
ſucceeded him in the command of the Army 

of the Iſraelites, the firſt Command which he 
himſelf received from the Lord, was, Ob- 
* ſerve to do according to all the Law which 
Moſes my Servant commanded thee ;” — 
a « For then, ſays he, « thou ſhalt make thy 
« way proſperous, and wo. thou ſhalt have 

T7 7 good. Penh. . | 


The Objects * chis Command, conſiſted 
Key in a firm Belief of his Being and Pro- 


W 20 80'S vidence; 


14+ 
videncs; and a diligent Diſcharge of all thoſe 
religious Services and Ceremonies which he 
had appointed. And whilſt their Kings and 
the Captains of their Hoſts retained a due re- 
gard to the Deity, and their Duty to him, in 
themſelves; and zealauſly endeavoured to pro- 
mote the ſame Principles and Practices in their 
Soldiers and Servants, they ſubdued their Ad- 
verſaries, — they triumphed over their Enemies; 
and their Arms and their Enterprizes were 
every where crowned = Glory and Pans 
queſt. 


But they no longer received duch Honour 
in the Sight of men, than by their religious 
Behaviour they thereby entitled themſelves to 
the favour of God.—For a Reverſe of Conduct 
was ever attended with an equal Reverſe of 
Fortune; and God's Purpoſes in this reſpect 
were as explicitly declared, as they were par- 
ticularly performed. — Innumerable Inſtances 
are obvious in their Hiſtory, of the fatal con- 
ſequences of the former ;—Their Armies rout- 
ed and their Mighty Hoſts overcome; ther. 
People taken Priſoners in Battle ;—theie 

| n. 


{+} : 
Country made deſolate or laid under Tri- 
bute ; and frequently viſited with Plagues, 


5 ** Paſtijenres, Famines, and Earthquakes. 


8 all theſe 3 Calarnizies and Diſ- 
actin. were ever accompanied with God's pube 


lie Declarations, + that, how apt ſoever they 


might be to aſcribe theſe Evils to human 
Means or fecondary Cauſes, —they were Cef- 
tainly brought upon them by his Providence, 
in conſequence of their Crimes for diſobey- 
ing his e, and diſregarding his Commands, 


12 would be RAINY "a to ſupport or iluc- 
 trate this by Examples from Holy Scripture ;— 
the old Teſtament abounds with them, and 
almoſt every Page will produce a Proof of what 
has been here afferted. Through the whole 
Jewiſh Hiſtory, and that peculiar Providence 
which the Almighty manifeſted towards them, 
there is no Command more poſitive, no Pro- 
miſe more plain, nor more particularly per- 
formed than this: That whilſt they diligent- 
ly ſerved and obeyed. the Lord their God. 
their Land, in the Pays of Peace, ſhould flow 
with 


«© command thee this Day, that the. Lord-thy 


FT OE 
with Plenty ;—and inthe Time of War,. Vie- 
tory and Coriqueſt ſhould attend their Arms, 


and they ſhould triumph over all their Ene- 


mies. Thus what God gave in charge to his 
ſervant Moſes, to declare to his People, was 
to be held as a ſtanding Law to them and to 
their Poſterity for ever; © Aud it ſhall com 
« to paſs, if thou ſhalt hearken diligenitly unto. 
« the Voice of the Lord thy God, to obſerve 
« and to do all his Commandments, | which I 


God will ſet thee on high above all Nations 
« of the Earth. And all theſe Bleſſings ſhall 
< come upon thee and overtake thee, if thou 


0 n . need unto the EO ty Gon 1755 


And after particularly en umerating thoſe g 
and manifold Bleflings which they ſhould Gus 
enjoy, He concludes with this Declaration, 


The Lord ſhall eſtabliſſi thee an Holy Peo- 
« ple unto himſelf, as he hath ſworn unto 


« thee, if thou ſhalt keep the Commandments 


of the Lord thy God and walk in his Ways. 


40 And all the People of the Earth ſhall ſee that 
j 1 5 46 chou 


( Ix ) 
tr thoù art called by the us of the Lord 5— 
FE, je be of thee,” % Ini 


£1 
Ws +: 


&; | Hows hoot: God FROM pleaſed. to; pee 
all theſe Bleſſings to his People whilſt they 
continued abegient to his Laws, and worſhip- 
ed and ſerved him as he had commanded ;— 
_ yet theſe Promiſes are immediately followed by 
as ſevere Threatenings and dreadful Denuncia- 
tions of divine Wrath and Vengeance, in con- 
ſequence of their neglecting or diſregarding 
theſe religious Duties: For thus the ſacred 

Hiſtorian proceeds, But it ſhall come to 

« paſs, if thou wilt not hearken unto the 
* Voice of the Lord thy God, to obſerve to 
« do all theſe Statutes which I command thee 
« this Day, that all theſe Curſes ſhall come 
„ upon thee. The Lord ſhall ſend upon thee 
« Curſing, - Vexation, and Rebuke, in. all 
« that thou ſetteſt thine hand unto, for to do, 
ce until thou be deſtroyed and until thou periſh 
«« quickly; becauſe of the wickedneſs of thy 
es doings whereby thou haſt forſaken me.” 


And 
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And not to produce any other, we hide s 
fignal Inſtance of the Accompliſhment'be 


the divine Promiſes and Threatenings, in - 


Perfon to whom the Admonition, contained 
in the Words of the Text, is particularly ad- 
dreſſed. For in the following Chapter we 


are told, That at that Time Hanani the: Seer 


came to Aſa King of Judah, and ſaid unto | 
him, <« Becauſe thou haſt relied on the King 
* of Syria, and not relied on the Lord thy 
« God, therefore is the Hoſt of the King of 
« Syria eſcaped out of thine Hand. Were not 
« the Ethiopians and the Lubims an huge 

* Hoſt, with very many Chariots and Horſe- 
men ? - Vet becauſe thou didſt rely on the 
« Lord, he delivered them into thine hand. 
For the Eyes of the Lord run to and fro 
throughout the whole Earth; to ſhew him- 


* ſelf ſtrong in the behalf of them _ Naur 


« is s perfect towards kim.” | 


1741 4 
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Such were iti his and Ebbs = eien 


| which God's peculiar People experienced, in 


conſequence of their Obedience or Diſobedi- 
ence to his Commands. 


Nor 


(as-} 


$1 N of was this Diſpenſation of Providence 


peeuliar to them: If from Sacred Hiſtory we 
appeal to Prophanc, we-ſhall every where find 
the ſame. Cauſes operating to the ſame End, 
and producing the ſame Effects. But it would 
be unneceſſary upon this occaſion,” and in a 
difcourſe of this kind impoſſible, to purſue the 
Enquiry through the long Period down. to our 
 own,—and produce the Examples which might 
thence be all along produced, in confirmation 
of this Truth. Let it then be ſufficient here 
to obſerve, that ſuch Kingdoms and States, as 
have been moſt illuſtrious for their Achievements 
in Arms and their Succeſs 1 in War, have ever 
rendered themſelves moſt ſo, at thoſe nhl 
lar Periods, and under thoſe Commanders, in 

; which a due regard to the P rinciples of their 
Religion was moſt conſpicuous, And, on the 
contrary, whenever theſe were neglected and 
ſet at nought, —and in their ſtead, Examples of 
diſſolute Principles—Debauchery. of Morals, 

and Relaxation of Diſcipline took place, their 
evil influence ſoon became univerſal, and affect- 
ed their whole Armies—the whole Crafis, — 
from 3 of 3 to the Sole of the 
RT Os foot 


( 14 ) 

foot was 'rendered effeminate—enervated, and 
fo ' utterly enfeebled in the: faculties of the 
mind, as well as thoſe of the Body, as to he- 
come incapable either of planning or execut- 
ing the leaſt Enterprize of Importance; And 
after thus becoming an equal Diſgrace to them- 
ſelves and their Country, both became an eaſy 
Prey to the ViRorious: e e RING | 
tuous Enemles. n 


5s a remarkable Inſtance of. 5 former 1 
need here only juſt to mention, that the ſove- 
Roman Army ever ſuffered, is by all their 
Hiſtorians afcribed to their Generals having 
impiouſly omitted the accuſtomed Sacrifices 
to the Gods. And from the many happy 
Examples, with which the Hiſtory of our own 
Country furniſhes us of the latter, it will be 
ſufficient to remind you, of that of the preateſt 
General this—o?, perhaps, any other Country 
ever produced, —and who, by his Wiſdom and 
Valour, raifed the Reputation of this Nation 
to a height of Glory unequalled in the Annals 
of any other ;=and who was ſo regular and 

| nd „ 
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exact in his Devotions, that, even in the 

Mornings of his moſt memorable Victories, he 

neyer omitted this Duty to his God. and 

aſſigned as his reaſon for it, That whenever 
he ſhould become. aſhamed to. pray. he a 

en eee. 4 


The Almighty then having been thay, gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to make the Fate and Fortune 
of the moſt illuſtrious Kingdoms and States, 
at their moſt dangerous and difficult Periods, 
to depend—ſo far at leaſt as they were concern- 
ed in either, —on the Virtuous or Vicious 
Conduct of their Armies it muſt have occur- 
red to all before whom I am now ſpeaking, 
how much depends upon the Example of all 
thoſe who hold a Military Command, and ho- 
incumbent it is upon them on all occaſions, - 
to ſhew and ſet forth good Ones. It may be 
_ ſufficient therefore. here to be reminded how 
much, and how often, the Public Character 


cf a particular Regiment, has n e #0 
the Private Character of its Officers, . 


e But 


Hed 

But though the Examples of Officers may 
go far, and do much with their Soldiers, they 
ſhould ever be conſidered as Aids only to thoſe 
Principles, hot the Principles themſelves by 
which their own Behaviour ought to be go- 
verned. The Religious Principles here recom- 
mended are more univerſal in their Nature, 
and of ſtronger Obligation, they extend to all 
Ranks of men to all Circumſtances and Oc- 
caſions of Life, and there are many which no 
other can reach or have any Influence over. 
To theſe however the common Soldier is 
frequently expoſed, much more than his Su- 
periours. For though une xceptionable in 
his Behaviour as ſuch, though perfect in the 
Knowledge of his Duty, and equally ſo in the 
Performance of all the particular Parts of it 
ſo much ſo as never to have fallen under Mili- 
tary Cenſure or Puniſhment, yet many are the 
opportunities he ſhall daily meet with, and 
perhaps ſtrong Temptations along with them, 
of .committing Crimes, or indulging himſelf 
in Vices for which he is not accouttabls to his 
Officer. 


Leave 


„ 
Leave him in ſuch caſes without all Prin- 
ciples of Religion, you leave him without all 
reſtraint where he ſtands in need of the moſt 


and expoſe him to the greateſt Danger where 


he is the leaſt guarded againſt it yet where 
if he falls, the Character of his Regiment may 
fall along with his own—there being many 
Inſtances where the notorious Delinquency of 
ſuch an individual hath involved his whole' 
Corps in at leaſt a n b ou 


| n : 5 


Beer Private Soldier, therefore, 60 0 do 
well to ſet a proper Value upon himſelf and 
his Behaviour, and conſider of how much con- 

ſequence the latter is, excluſive of his Military 

Capacity, or a Man and a Member of civil So- 
ciety—not only to himſelf and his own Ho- 
nour, but likewiſe to that of * n 
and F ellow Soldierye.. 5 


The beſt—the enly males for this—are 
- thoſe religious Principles, under whoſe In- 
fluence it is his own Duty, as a Man and a 


_ Chriſtian, ever to regulate and rule his Beha- 
viour 


(. x8 ) 
viouf—and though not actoutitable to his 
Officers 'cither for his Regard or Diſregard of 
them, he will hereafter find Himſelf ſo to a 
much Superiour Bring,and who has infi- 
nitely greater Power to reward him for the one, 
and YN him for che "a to al Eternity. 
- 

Let not this 8 if ſpoken in 
behalf either of the oſtentatious Ravings of 
many modern Enthuſiaſts on the one hand,. 
or of as many moping and melancholy Fanatics. 
on the other—which ſome Fools, but more 
Knaves, have dfteri aſſumed for private and 
pecuniafy—but oftener for worſe Purpoſes.— 
Beſhrew the Preacher who would reconimend. 
the leaſt Tincture of eicher, as requilite in the 
Militity Character who would ſend the 
whole Soldiery together upon a Religious 
Knight Errantry and preſcribe to the ſuperi- A 
our Officers to become Knights of the woeful 
Figure to the inferiour—according to their 


reſpective mo become proportionably 
more 2 | 


"+ 


4 90 „ as 

Fo If t2efe are the Forms of Religian=ethey 
are tho: worſt it can put on-rand which, alas, 

too often are without any of tha Power of it 
at all. For pure Religion, and undohfiled be- 
fore God and the Father, requizes. no ſuch. 

Oſtentatious OT RI on no Ow: RC 
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Let RL e of 9 6 5 
emed no oftener, nor no more than the 
Forms of it are requiſite—as inſtrumental parts 
only to influence the mind to ſomething bet- 
tage ai Power e | 
bean. 1 


Thit man's . 
1— always fuſpected. Tie the ſame in Re- 
ligion they each have their Counterfeĩts 
but the true, in either Caſg—will only ſhew - 


itſelf in due Seaſon and on-proper Occafions— © 


where in the former it can be brought into 
Action to ſome pious End, and exerted i in the 
under to ſome 1 Purpoſe. 


From 


[ 20 5 

From this View then, and upon theſe Prin- | 
anke of: God's Dealings and Diſpenſations 
not only towards his own'peculiar-Peopley— 
but with every other Nation, we may have the 
firmeſt Hope and the ſureſt Confidence that, 
by following their good Example, you alſo 
will be entitled to the ſame Manifeſtations of 
divine Favour. For in the Language of the 
Royal Pſalmiſt, ** Verlly there is a reward for 
the Righteous z. doubtleſs there is a God 


<< Sher Jade the cn 772 5 > 21, 4 010 1 
ee the full Convition of this jmportant 
Truth, and with the perpetual Senſe and = 
ence of it upon your minds,—whilſt yo gal- 
lantly go forth in the Service of your King and 
of your Country,. their righteous Cauſe 
when thus defended by the Sword of the Lord 
and of Gideon, SN ever. EONS in pour 
Hands, bo l 1 


